Allergic fungal sinusitis: report of 3 cases and review of the literature.
Allergic fungal sinusitis is a form of noninvasive fungal disease resulting from an IgE-mediated hypersensitivity reaction in atopic individuals. Allergic fungal sinusitis can present with a continuum of symptoms. Accumulation of allergic inspissated mucin may cause simple nasal obstruction or progress to facial deformity with osteolytic destruction and intracranial extension. Multiple species of fungi are now recognized as etiologic factors responsible for initiating the inflammatory response. This article discusses 3 cases involving Aspergillus and Curvularia species, and reviews diagnostic image findings, pathophysiology, and medical-surgical management of this increasingly common disease.